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SUBJECT FRICTION BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AND THE

" HOA HAQ BUDDHISTS OVER THE ISSUE OF THE HOA HAQ SELF

DEFENSE FORCES

@3
ACQ  VIETNAM, SAIGUNr

1.[ ]THE LUONG TRONG T U 0 N G FaCTIoN®X3)
0F THE Hef. HAD BUDDHISTS WAS PREPARING FOR A CONFRONTATION WITH
THE V{ETNAMESE GOVERN\MENT (GYN) OVER THE ISSUE QF THE HOA HxU
SELF-DEFENSE FIRCES (BAO0 AN), TUONG, IN 4 SERIES OF LETTERS TN
EARLY JANUARY TO HIS FOLLOWERS IN SAIGON, QUTLINED HIS POSITICN
AS ONE OF SUFFORT FOR THE GVN. ' HE INSISTED, HOWEVER: THAT KTA HAv
FORCES BE USED TC DEFEND KOA HAQ TERRITORY AND THAT NC HOA HAC
TRGUPS 8E ASSIGNED OUTSIDE OF HOA KAOC PROVINCES iN MILITARY RE &1
TUONG!S GBAL IS TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE BY THE GOVERNMENT GF

HOA HAO'S RIGKT 70 CONTRGL AND DEFEND THEIR CMWN TERRITORY,
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T JANUARY, THE GUN WAS UNASLE To DRAFT HOA Hig MEMBERS

GVN 4RMED FORCES BECAUSE EACH POTENTIAL DRAFTEE WAS

BY THE BAO AN BEFORE HE CouULD BE REMOVED. TUONG HASa
RESISTED EFFORTS BY HoA HAO ‘MEMBERS OF THE GVN ARMED FORCES
THETR UNITS AND JOIN THE 340 AN, REGARDING THIS AS AN
RY PROVOCATIGN OF THE GVN,

. 2; DURING THE WEEK OF 20 JANUARY: DEPUTY PRIHE MINISTER

NGUY:N VA

N H A BCGAN TALKS NITH HOA HAOQ LEADERS To0 RESOLVE

THE IMPASSE, HAQ HAS INQUIRED, INDIRECTLY, IF TUQNG WOULD ACCEPT

A 15,20% MAN FORCE FOR HOA HAO TERRITORY WITH THE REMAINDER 0F

DRAFT EL]

AHETHER [

CHGSEN TO
‘WIFE AND
FOUNDER H
3, (F
'HAS BEEW

HOA HAQ |

GIBLE MEMBERS SERVING IN OTHER AREAS, BUT IT IS UNCLEAR

N MAKING THIS SUGGESTION HE IS SPEAKING OFFICIALLY FoR

(THE GVN. [_' L | é?xg)

jC }.OHMENT: HAO WAS PRosaBLY = S
DEAL WITH THE HOA HAQ BECAUSE HE IS MARRIED T THE THIRD '
WIDOW OF BA C U T+ THE YOUNGER BROTHER OF HOA HAg
UYNH PHU S 0.)
TELD COMMENT! THE ISSUE oF Hga HAQ SELF DEFENSE FORCES
A LONG~STANDING POINT OF CONTENTION BETWEEN THE GVN AND SHE
NVOLVING THE GVN'S DEMAND THAT THE FORCES TURN OVER THEIR
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WEAPGNS TO THE Gyn, [
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN T H 1 E U

HAVs HOA HAQ FORCES DISSOLVED,

e

HAS EXPRESSED HIS DETERMINATION T2

HIS CONCERN WAS BROUGHT ON., IN PART,

Y RECENT CAf DAT CHURCH ATTEMPTS TO NEUTRALIZE THE AREA OF YHE

CAO AL HOLY SEE. THIEU SEEMS WILLING, HOWEVER, TQ ACCEPT &

"PAPER" UNDERSTANDING BY WHICH THE HOA HAO WOULD AGREE 1IN WRITING

T0 DISSOLVE THEIR'FORCES AND BECOME PART OF THE GOVERNMENT'S PEQPLE S

SELT GEFENSE FQRCE,)

9+ FIELD DISSEM: EMBASSY DEFENSE ATTACHE AT SAIGON: SENT Te
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